
Sacred Heart, Walker & St. Mary, Urbana 
Pastoral Council Minutes 

March 17, 2022 
at St. Mary, Urbana 

 
The Heart of Mary Cluster, inspired by the Holy Spirit, provides a welcoming faith community in 
which we proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ by the way we live, by our worship together and 
in serving others. 
 

I.  Roll call:    SMU:  Todd Peterson, Michele Koppedryer, Sam Fish, Jason Jaquette 
 Excused:  SMU:  Annie Brustkern, Dave Oldakowski 
       SHW: Kerry Peyton, Terry Devereux 

 
II.  Opening Prayer – A Novena for Peace in Ukraine 

 
III.   Approval of Minutes – January 20 – done by email 

 
IV.   Minutes from standing committees:  Finance – Jan. 27; Faith Formation Commission – 

Feb. 15; Social Justice – Feb. 17; Liturgy – March 1 
 
V.   Additions to agenda - none 

 
   

Old Business 
 

VI.    Covid  

• Everything is back to “normal” at Mass, other than offering the cup 
 

VII.    Community building/sustaining 

• The cluster Discipleship Committee has not met since the pandemic, but a 
committee member is taking the initiative to reach out to former members as well 
as some new people and to set a time/date to meet.  This committee has done a 
lot of good things in the past with small groups, retreats, new members, etc.   

• We’re hopeful that having altar servers again will encourage more families to 
attend Mass regularly.  

• Waiting for a report from the Archdiocese summarizing our parishioners’ 
responses to the Synod survey.  Will discuss and decide if the responses yield 
any ideas we could implement. 

 
New Business 

 
VIII. Security at Mass 

• Discussion on open/concealing of weapons at Mass.  Need to inform ushers on 
how to handle such situations. Do not want to confront/escalate if there is not a 
threat, but do need to take into account how open-carrying affects others.   
Having open conversations with individuals is probably the best option.  

 
IX.  May elections 

• SMU- Sam’s 1st term coming up.  She is willing to serve a second term. 

• SHW- Barry and Kerry 2nd terms are ending, so they cannot serve again at this 
time. 

• Timeline: 
o Easter weekend (Apr. 16/17) - bulletin insert about the open positions.  
o Nominations will be accepted by email April 17-24.  There will also be 

nomination forms available at the entrance of the churches on Apr. 23/24. 
o May 7th & 8th Candidate information bulletin insert 



o Elections May 14th and 15th. 
 

X. PLC report  

• Faith Formation class times/locations – beginning Fall 2022 
o The 5th Grade in Urbana will move to the early session (6:00-7:15) 
o High school students for SMU will meet in Urbana 
o Sacred Heart high school students will continue to meet in Walker 

• Parish/cluster directory 
o Yes, it is time to do a new directory!  The last one was completed in 2015-

2016. Photo sessions were scheduled over a 3-week period at that time. 
Council members felt October/November time frame would work well for 
photo sessions.  

• Fr. Jim’s anniversary 
o May 24th is Father Jim’s 25th Anniversary. We will celebrate his anniversary 

the weekend of May 20th and 21st. All after mass.  

• SHW- menu TBD – something simple – hot dogs, maid rites, 
baked beans? 

• SMU- Coffee and Donuts 

• SMV- The KCs have discussed grilling hamburgers and hot dogs 
after Mass.   

 
         

Next SH-SMU pastoral council meeting:  Thursday, May 19 – 6:30 p.m. at Sacred Heart 
 
Sacred Heart 
 

 
I. Repairs to church eaves, etc. 

Will Sherbon caulked the little roof of the rectory that is over the west windows of the 
office and it has not leaked. Will suggested looking at it again this spring to either put on 
new shingles or simply put up some metal flashing over this area and seal it up tight. 
Nancy will check with him again on this. 
 

II. First Fruits 
It was agreed to donate $400 to Catholic Relief Services for Ukraine. 

 
 
 
 
St. Mary, Urbana 

 
I. Camera in church 

Camera in the church has stopped working. Have had it for 6 years or so. 
Looking to maybe get some updated technology on a new camera. Possibly 
center it in the church. A parishioner has come forward offering to donate for a 
new one. Research 4K HDMI cameras and connections. Sam will bring in her 
camera to see if it will get us by through Palm Sunday and Easter mass. 

 
II. Replacing double doors on storage area in hall 

Approved BoWood bid over email 
 

III. 150th Anniversary of founding of parish in 2022 

• Holthaus family has said that would be willing to help with food. Duane Eldred 
said he would be willing to help come up with ideas. Trish Peebles has given 
some ideas on marketing. Haven’t heard anything else.  



• Ideas include inviting Archbishop to Mass, incorporating into the Fall Festival 
and have a theme around the 150th Anniversary. Could do something free like 
funnel cakes, cotton candy, root beer floats, slushy, and bingo. Could make it 
a picnic event, make shirts up to sell, put a book together with old pictures, 
bulletins, events, timelines. Could put “fun facts” about the history in the 
bulletin weekly. Could bring in a food truck.  Also, could do it right after Mass 
one day and not incorporate with the fall festival. Possibility of doing a trivia 
night as well.  

 
IV. Possible cemetery donation – wildflowers 

• A family has offered to make a donation for the cemetery for wildflowers.  If 
we are not interested in planting wildflowers, they may make a donation to 
the cemetery, but it will be smaller.  Council members discussed concerns re: 
weeds taking over and the difficulty they’ve experienced in keeping 
wildflowers looking nice. Pampas grass was an idea brought up that would 
look nicer and still save money on mowing for the large area of grass that is 
currently out there.  

 
V. Lock 

The lock on the exterior kitchen door is not working. Need to call a locksmith.  
 

VI. First Fruits 

• Have $643 available 

• Council member has become aware of a family in the area who recently had 
twins.  The family learned the twins had twin transfusion syndrome in 
December.  The U advised terminating one baby. They learned about a 
fetoscopic procedure that could save both babies.  Doctors at Mayo and in St. 
Louis would not do the procedure, but they found a doctor in Miami, FL who 
would.  Procedure was successful and the babies were born March 15th.  The 
family has fallen three months behind in paying preschool tuition for an older 
child.  Council approved paying past-due tuition as well as tuition for 
remaining three months ($95/month x 6 months=$570) directly to the school, 
accompanied with a letter to pass on to the parents thanking them for 
choosing life. 

 
 

 
 


